
 
 
  
 

EXTERIOR DIVISION CONTINUING  
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

    
Introduction to Structural Insulated Sheathing Materials for Commercial Construction | CIntroSISMCC | 
AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | This course is designed to help the commercial building designer to understand the new 
products being rapidly introduced into the market that assist in installation of multiple steps of a normal commercial 
exterior assembly control layers, such as: thermal, air, vapor, structure, and fire control into one or fewer steps that are 
traditionally used in many of today's building designs throughout the world. 

 
Structural and Fire Resistive Properties of Building Enclosure Systems | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | Take a deep dive into two of the most 
valuable properties provided by an increasing number of building enclosure systems - structural support and fire resistance – as they apply to 
multifamily and commercial buildings. Learn about the different ways that building enclosure products contribute structural support to the 
building itself and for cladding attachment and how fire resistance is verified through ASTM E119, and fire propagation in exterior wall 
assemblies is verified through NFPA 285. Other exterior wall fire provisions in the IBC and the associated fire tests will be covered.   
 
Technical Advances in Structurally Insulated Sheathing | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | This presentation introduces architects and designers to 
the many benefits of Structural Insulated Sheathing. In addition to providing structural strength, continuous insulation and other beneficial 
properties, using an SIS product also provides health, safety and wellness benefits. These benefits include: no off-gassing of insulation 
materials on-site due to off-site construction, less carbon emissions due to a pourable urethane insulation product, reduced exposure to 
chemicals found in common air and water barriers that no longer need to be applied on site, reduced labor time and resources that reduce 
safety risks, the ability to weather-in buildings faster reducing possible interior exposure to mold and other indoor environmental factors, and 
reduced labor risk of accidents due to only one installation revolution being needed versus the traditional four to five.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Magnesium Oxide (MgO) Panels  Design Considerations for Commercial and Multifamily Construction | 1 
AIA/HSW; 1 IIBEC | This course equips architects, designers, building enclosure consultants, and others with a 
comprehensive understanding of the beneficial use of magnesium oxide (MgO) panels in commercial and multifamily 
construction.   We'll explore the unique properties of MgO panels, delve into innovative design applications, and guide 
you through specification techniques for optimal project outcomes.    Learning objectives include:  Gain a thorough 

understanding of MgO panel composition, manufacturing process, and origins. Understand suitable applications in commercial and multifamily 
projects. Identify design benefits and code considerations when specifying MgO panels. Understand proper specification techniques and best 
practices for ensuring proper installation. 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
   

High Pressure Laminate Siding and Rainscreen Applications | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | Provides an overview of 
high-performance fiber cement panels in terms of their manufacture and available options and benefits. As well as a 
discussion of: Rainscreen systems The role of cement composite panels in such a system Important testing data Field 
application and installation information. 

 
Innovative Design with HPL Rainscreen: How to Successfully Design with High Pressure Laminate | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | High 
Pressure Laminate (HPL) is a proven and popular worldwide building product. HPL panels have a proven track record of durability, 
sustainability and color stability, and have undergone rigorous testing to assure high quality consistent results. The wide variety of product 
offerings give architects great design flexibility and freedom to create exciting, award worthy facades. Learn about popular market segments 
for HPL exterior rainscreen including education, office, multifamily, mixed-use, transportation terminals, healthcare, retail and more.   
 
High Pressure Laminate Siding and Rainscreen Applications | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | Provides an overview of high-performance fiber 
cement panels in terms of their manufacture and available options and benefits. As well as a discussion of: Rainscreen systems The role of 
cement composite panels in such a system Important testing data Field application and installation information.   

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

High Pressure Laminates in Modern Building Design | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | Learn about the advantages and 
differences between the types of High Pressure laminates as they are used in Modern Design and construction in 
Facades and Rain Screen applications. 
 
 

 



Metal Marvels: Transformative Roofs and Walls | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW; GBCI Accredited  | This course examines 
the evolution and advanced applications of architectural metal cladding systems—from the historical use  of metals 
such as copper, zinc, and iron to the development of today’s high- performance, custom-fabricated wall and roof 
assemblies. Participants will  explore the principles of ventilated rainscreen design, understand the material 
characteristics of various metal substrates, and assess their aesthetic, structural, and environmental performance. 
Through real-world details, the course highlights how metal cladding enables architectural expression while supporting 

energy efficiency, durability, and occupant wellness. The session concludes with guidance on selecting metals, integrating cladding into 
sustainable design strategies, and navigating LEED and GBCI credit pathways. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Currently being updated for 2025. Please visit ceraclad.com/ceraclad-university or reach out to your REP for 

current offerings. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Composite Stone Rainscreen Panels | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | This course will investigate the trend of composite stone 
in the panel industry and its impact on the Sustainability, Versatility, and Constructability of modern composite stone 
panel solutions. It will focus on composite stone solutions and their evolution.  
 
Wood-Look Roulette: The Evolution of Wood Grains on Aluminum Extrusions | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | This course 
will follow the evolution of wood grain technologies on aluminum extrusions. Participants will learn how aluminum 

converges Efficiency with Sustainability, understand the Versatility of features gained from aluminum-based wood options compared to 
alternative types of wood-look material, learn the finishing techniques and their Designability, and  understand the benefits that come with 
Vertical Integration and how this can be financially beneficial. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     

Fiber Cement Panels | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | Provides an overview of high-performance fiber cement panels in terms 
of their manufacture and available options and benefits. As well as a discussion of: Rainscreen systems The role of 
cement composite panels in such a system Important testing data Field application and installation information. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
Lightweight Panels integrated in facade Systems | AIA 1 LU Elective | Lightweight Panels for Ventilated Facades & 
Curtain Walls is designed to introduce attendees to the capabilities of incorporating lightweight panels into the design of 
buildings. It begins with an introduction into the benefits of a ventilated façade and then moves into discussing 
lightweight panel technology. Learning how one can design a building using materials such as natural stone, glass, 
brick and can overcome their design limitations.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction to Pultruded FRP Façade Attachment Systems | AIA/CES 1 LU|HSW | In this session, participants who 
work with exterior cladding systems will receive an introduction to pultruded fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) composites 
and their characteristics as structural building materials. Session participants will be able to demonstrate how FRP girts 
can be used for a cladding support structure and simultaneously create a thermally efficient wall, be able to define 

continuous insulation (CI) systems per ASHRAE 90.1, differentiate FRP CI systems vs. traditional steel girt systems, and be able to obtain the 
necessary design resources to integrate FRP CI systems in future projects.  
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